FIRST WARD ELEMENTARY RECORDS, 1980-2013

5.3 c.f. (6 document boxes, 4 flat boxes, 1 cylinder, 1 cassette tape , 2 DVDs, 1
floppy disk)

ABSTRACT

First Ward Elementary, today known as First Ward Creative Arts Academy, is located at
715 North Caldwell Street in one of the oldest and most culturally diverse
neighborhoods in uptown Charlotte. Originally built in 1900 and named North School, it
was one of three schools in Charlotte’s first public school system; the others were the
South School, and Myers Street School, for African-American children. First Ward is the
only one of the three still operating on the same site, although the school has been
rebuilt several times. First Ward is now a full arts integration magnet school, for grades
K-5.

This collection contains articles, programs, publications, photographs, negatives, slides,
artifacts, DVDs, an audio cassette, and a floppy disk.

ACCESS

This collection is open to the public without restriction. The copyright law of the United
States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other
reproductions of copyrighted material.

PREFERRED CITATION

Cite as: First Ward Elementary Records, 1980-2013, Robinson-Spangler Carolina
Room, Charlotte Mecklenburg Library

ACQUISITION

Presented by the Staff of First Ward Elementary.
Processed by Hannah Cox, 2014.

HISTORICAL NOTE

First Ward Elementary, initially named North School, was built in 1900, following two
other schools in the 1880s. The plans for the school, submitted by Frank P. Milburn, had



been originally intended as a hospital. Accommodating white children only, North
School served grades one through five, and a city-wide tenth grade. J.A. Bivens was the
first principal.

Over the next few years, Bivens would be replaced by H.P. Harding, and a city-wide
eleventh grade was added. In 1912, the decision was made to divide North School in
two, with North School housing grades six through eleven, and a newly named First
Ward, grades one through five. First Ward’s first principal became Allie Nooe. The two
buildings were later united in 1925, following the formation of Central High, for senior
high school students, and Alexander Graham, for junior high grades, leaving grades one
through six, as First Ward Elementary.

By the 1950s, First Ward was no longer a school for white students, due to the
migration of their families to the suburbs. Alexander Street School became
overcrowded, and moved into the old First Ward building, and brought about the
addition of another building facing Caldwell Street. For a while, Alexander Street and
First Ward Schools shared a principal. The school system built a new school building in
1967 in front of the old North School, which was torn down afterwards. Alexander Street
School closed two years later, and First Ward returned to being a school for first through
sixth grades, with African-American children.

During this time, desegregation and urban renewal began. Although many white families
had previously left First Ward, many middle and upper class African-American families
remained. Some of these families were caught in the redevelopment of the area, and
pressured to leave as well. Earle Village, a housing project, replaced the homes in this
community. In 1969, desegregation brought white children from the suburbs back into
First Ward, along with white teachers. The principal, Preston Allison, was African-
American, and urged all of the parents to work together to improve the school for all of
their children. Beginning with small projects, the parents did just that, and in a few years
advanced the school greatly.

Cleo Gullick became principal in 1981, and continued the push for parental involvement,
while also emphasizing academic excellence. First Ward Elementary became a National
School of Excellence in 1987, and was visited by Vice-President Dan Quayle. Patricia
Holleman became principal that year, and two years later, new buildings were
completed. In 1991, Carl Flamer, who had served as Assistant Principal under
Holleman, became principal. By 1994, the Magnet School Program came to Charlotte,
and the following year, First Ward Elementary became First Ward Accelerated Learning
Academy. First Ward received the honor of being name a School of Distinction in 2000,
and celebrated its centennial anniversary.



The building currently housing First Ward Creative Arts Academy was built in 2003. This
elementary school specializes in “arts integrated learning experiential learning across all
curriculum using elements of dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts.” Children
attending the school come from all around Charlotte, and are placed through lottery.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The First Ward Elementary Records consists of items relating to First Ward Elementary,
the surrounding area, and the staff and children in attendance. The bulk of the collection
is from 1980-2005, with some outliers. The series includes Ephemera, History,
Programs, Publications, Photographs, Negatives, Slides, and Artifacts.

Ephemera, 2005 and n.d., includes printed materials such as thank you cards, and
student ephemera such as badges.

History, 1980s-2000s, comprises Charlotte, the First Ward neighborhood, and First
Ward Elementary histories. These contain photocopies, histories, and notes from
events.


http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/firstwardES/Pages/Default.aspx

Programs, 1976-2010, includes programs from school building anniversaries and
dedications, along with children’s school programs.

Publications, 1960-2009, encompasses newspaper and school publications. The
newspaper publications consist of articles written by and about First Ward Elementary
staff and students. The school publications comprise booklets, brochures, handbooks,
manuscripts written about the school, reports, songs, student work, and yearbooks.

Photographs, 1980s-2000s, consists of predominantly color photographs of
administration, buildings, class, events, groups, programs, publicity, staff, students,
teachers, visitors, and workshops.

Negatives, 1980s-2000s, includes some of the negatives to the above photographs.
Most of these concern events in which children participated.

Slides, 1980s-2000s, comprises three slides of events.

Audio/Visual, 2000-2009, includes two DVDs and one cassette of events important to
First Ward Elementary.

Artifacts, 1980s-2000s, encompasses ephemera, clothing, scrapbooks, oversize items,
and vinyl signs. These boxes contain a brass bell, bumper stickers, buttons and pins,
clothing and a fabric bag, laminated newspaper articles, ribbons, scrapbooks, signature
stamps, a three-way marker, and vinyl signs.

SERIES LIST
CONTENTS BOX FOLDER
Collection Container List 1 1

Ephemera, 2005 and n.d.
Printed Materials

Receipts, n.d. 1 2
Thank You Cards and Invitations, c. 2005 1 3
Student Ephemera
Student Badges, n.d. 1 4
History, 1980s-2000s
Charlotte
Photocopies of Historic Buildings and Events 1 5

First Ward, General
Histories, Guides, and Notes, 1980s-2000s 1 6



School Histories
Charlotte Yoos Hickam’s Notes, c. 2000
Programs, 1976-2010
Anniversaries
Centennial Celebration, 2000
110™ Anniversary Affiliate Information Sheet, 2010
110™ Anniversary Program, 2010
Dedications
First Ward Elementary School Dedication and Celebration,
2003
School Programs
History Celebration Sign-in Sheets, 2010
Spirit of ‘76 History Program, 1976
A Wax Museum of African American History, 2010
Publications, 1960-2009
Newspaper Publications
Newspaper Articles about First Ward Elementary, 1960-2009
and n.d.
School Publications
“...and This is a True Story,” 1985
“...and This is a True Story,” unbound manuscript, 1985
Booklets, 1987
Brochures, c. 1990s
Family Services Handbook, c. 1990s
Parts A-C
Part D, Articles
Part D, Brochures
Part D, Key Agencies
Part D, Resource Guides
“First Ward, Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow,” 1984
“Of the People,” 2009
“A School Designs ltself,” 1987
School Songs and Song Lists, 1978-1991 and n.d.
Ten Year Re-evaluation Self Study Report, 1990
Thus We Were Born, Notes, 1968
Yearbooks, 1983-2007
1983-1989
1990-1992
1993-2000
2002-2007
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The Falcon Writes and Draws, 1982
The Falcon Writes and Draws Again, 1983

Photographs, 1980s-2000s
Administration

Principal Carl Flamer, 1980s-2000s
Principal Cleo Gullick, 1980s
Principal Patricia Holleman, 1980s-1990s

Buildings

Exterior, 1990s-2000s
Interior, 1980s-2000s

Class Photographs

1998-1999
1999-2000
2001-2002
2002-2003

Events

African-American Cultural Center Trip, c. 1990s
Bake Sale, c. 1980s

Camp Broad Stone, 1989

Corporate Cup Run, 1991

Dedication Day, October 2003

Econo Day, Spring 1997

Film Festival and Dinner, 1997

First Day of School, c. 1980s

Get Out Alive, Fire Safety House, 1998

La Fiesta, 5" Grade Celebration, May 1989
Make It, Take It, April 1997

Mother and Son Dance, c. 2000s

Novello, Festival of Reading, 1992

PTA Council Parade and Rally, 1993

Parents/ Grandparents Day, 1997

Party for Labnet Children, c. 1980s

Science Fair, c. 1990s

Southern Scholastic Chess Tournament, 1989
Thanksgiving Feast, 1980s

Groups
Administrators, Parents, Staff, and Teachers, 1980s-2000s

Groups of Students, 1980s-2000s
Groups of Students, 1980s-2000s
Groups of Students, 1980s-2000s
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Pioneers Bellsouth Volunteers Painting U.S. Map, c. 1980s
Student Council, 1980s
Student Performances, 1980s-2000s
Students in Class, 1980s-2000s
Students in Class, 1980s-2000s
Programs
CPR Demonstration, 1998
DARE to Keep Kids Off Drugs, 1980s
Follow Your Dream, 1980s
Reading Program, 1993
Through Our Eyes, c. 1980s
Publicity
Publication Photographs, 1980s-2000s
Staff
Staff Appreciation Day, 1998
Students
Group Portraits, 1980s-2000s
Individual Portraits, c. 1980s-2000s
Teachers
Individual Portraits, n.d.
Teacher Luncheon, c. 1990s
Visitors
Author’s Visit, Bruce Brooks, 1990s
Author’s Visit, Angela Shelf Medearis, 1995
Charlotte Bobcats’ Visit, c. 2000s
Public Librarian Visit, Connie Ellington, c. 1980s
Workshops
Speech and Language Workshop, 1997

Negatives, 1980s, 2000s

Groups, 1980s-2000s

Slides, 1980s-2000s

Groups, 1980s-2000s

Audio/Visual, 2000-2009

First Ward Accelerated Learning Academy, Celebrating 100
Years, This One’s for the Children, 2000, (DVD)

History of First Ward, n.d. (3 %" floppy disk)
Of the People, 2008-2009,(DVD)

Promotion Ceremony, 2009, (cassette)

Artifacts, 1980s-2000s

Ephemera
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Clothing
Scrapbooks
Oversize and Laminated ltems

Vinyl Signs
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